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Facts, Exaggerations, and Cultural
meanings in "Scholar Lu Subdues the
Royals with Poems and Wine"

Hsu, Chien-Kun"

[ Abstract]

"Scholar Lu Subdues the Royals with Poems and Wine," collected in Feng
Meng-Lung's Xingshi Hengyan,volume 29, is a story based on a contemporary
incident. It involves a murder case which was fought at the court for more than
10 years before it was concluded. The defendant Lu Ran was prisoned for long,
almost killed, and left with a ruined family. He was trialed again and finally
released only when the poet Xie Zhen helped him out, by appealing to the Justice
Department in BeiJing and by stirringup public attention to the case.

This incident was also recored in Lu Ran's Collected Works of Wa Meng,
inWang Shi-Zhen's Yenzhou Shanren’s Four-volume Manuscripts, in Qian
Qian-Yi's Biographical Notes on Poets of the Dynasties, and in the literary section
of The Ming History. This article examines the incident by reviewing all
historical documents available. Although no official court records regarding this
case existed, and Lu Ran's statement subjective, there were facts to be extracted.
That this case was debated over a decade long, and an attempt was made to murder
Lu Ran in the prison, led our attention to the problems of the administrative system
of the prison at the time. There were also apparent tensions between local people,

officials, and the riches and nobles. Even the literati and officials of the Justice

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature Tunghai University
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Department, such as Li Pan-lung and Wang Shi-zhen, could provide only few facts.
In Qian Qian-Yi's Biographical Notes, facts were selective, so were those further
revised in the literary section of The Ming History. Both showed clear attempts to
undermine the righteous acts of Wang Shi-zhen and Li Pan-lung, proving little
regarding what really happened in the case.

Feng Meng-lung's adaptation skillfully expanded a short piece of news into a
story of 20000 words. He represented vividly the life of the literati in the late
Ming period, bringing out tensions between people of different social status.
Indeed, the story delineated the gap between the rich and the poor, illustrating
conflicts between officials/gentlemen and their servants, and ultimately
questioning even the judicial system per se.

With a gap of four hundred and seventy some years today, we may never get
to the truth of the incident with all available facts, but the story, though

imaginative, can help us understand a great deal what historical documents can not.

Key words: Textual Research  Criminal Case Hua-ben Stories

Mentalities of the Scholar-gentlemen Ming Dynasty Culture
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