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The Thoughts of “qi-shi-ren” in Wang
Chuanshan's Scholarship on I Ching

Shih, Ying-Yo "

[ Abstract]

The study of I Ching weighs heavily in Wang Chuanshan's complete
anthology, Chuanshan quanshu. Works dealing with / Ching in the anthology
include Zhou-Yi Nei-Zhuan, Zhou-Yi Wai-Zhuan, Zhang-Zi Zheng Meng Zhu and Si
Wen Lu. Scholars such as Tang Junyi, Zeng Zhaoxu, Yang Tzuping, Tsai Chiahe
and Wu Longchuan all worked on Chuanshan's / Ching scholarship and achieved
significant results. Researches on the subject in the present days find two
emphases. One highlights Chuanshan mainly as a follower of Zhang Zai in his
interpretation of / Ching. Since Zhang Zai bears his thinking on I Ching, as this
line of research argues, Chuanshan must be doing the same. The other puts
Chuan-shan's emphasis on "qi" in his reading of / Ching, which makes him differ
from both the symbol-and-mathematic school and the philosophical school a la
Wang Bi and the Song Confucians, although he also partially deals with both.

Based on previous Chuanshan scholarship, this article studies the concept of
"shi" (time) in his interpretation of / Ching. First, Chuanshan elaborates "shi" in its
objective aspect, relating "qi" (force) with "shi," the former being the objective
foundation of the latter. This linkage of "qi" with "shi" underpins Chuanshan’s
thought and makes his I Ching study outstanding. Second, Chuanshan discusses
“ren” (human) in terms of “shi.” “Ren” thereby obtains an objective foundation
from the "qi/shi" linkage. What does time mean to man? How does man stand in

time? To answer these questions,we need to see Chuanshan as a Confucian scholar

Assistant Professor, Fundamental General Education Cente, National Chin-Yi University of Technology.
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in his time, a time of dynastic change from the Ming to the Qing. That is to say, we
need to find out how Chuanshan understands humanity, particularly humanity in
time, which would then leads to the question of an objective and proper
relationship between man and his time. Following the two directions of inquiries
mentioned above, we may better understand Chuanshan’s thought of "qi-shi-ren"

and see "shi" as a key concept in his whole scholarship on I Ching.

Key words: humanity, Wang Chuanshan, [ Ching, shi (time), qi
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