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Travel and Body Phenomenology in
Space: On the Perspective Horizon
and Narratives in Xu Xiake’s
“Travel Diary of Yunnan Tour”

Yang, Chien-Kuo®

[ Abstract ]

Xu Xiake’s Travels was a distinguished work among the genres of prose
in the late Ming dynasty, no matter whether it was discussed from the
viewpoints of landscape essays, lyrical essays, geographical records, local
records, or even traveling notes of the land. In the past, researchers mostly
embark on their studies from the perspectives of geography or literary
narrative. In particular, the research were from manifold fields such as
geomorphology, hydrology, humanities, economics, ethnography and so forth,
thus forming a huge research community. Travel concerns body movement in
space. When away from home to a foreign land, one’s body will inevitably
resonate, surprise, differ, adjust, identify or even critique the unfamiliar
surroundings. Hence, this paper attempts to re-examine Xu Xiake’s
(1587-1641) travelogue, recorded in “Travel Diary of Yunnan Tour”, in his
remaining four years in the Yunnan area from the perspectives of cultural
geography and phenomenology of body. In particular, the study focuses on his

feelings and experiences in the movement of body, the viewing dimension

Retired Lecturer, Center for General Education, Nan Kai University of Technology.
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between the self and the other, and the phenomenological description of the
landscape from the vision of things. This article argues that Xu’s travelogue is
written in a manner rather different from his contemporary writers and the
travelogue narratives in history. Consequetly, this paper attempts to trace and

explore Xu’s contribution to the writing of human landscape.

Keywords: Travel writing, narrative, Phenomenology of the Body, Xu Xiake,

“Travel Diary of Yunnan Tour”
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