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identification, assimilation of the world in view of coincidence with self, in view of happiness. In

Cantique des Colonnes, Valery speaks of “desire without deficiency.” This is surely a reference to

Plato’s analysis of pure pleasures, where he finds aspiration conditioned by no prior need.

Emmanuel Levinas, Humanism of the other, 29.

7% F ! The Desire for Others-sociality-arises in a being who lacks nothing or, more exactly, arises

beyond all that could be lacking or satisfying to him. Emmanuel Levinas, Humanism of the other,

29.
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Emmanuel Levinas, Humanism of the other, 31-32. FEF I the face speaks. The manifestation of
the faces the first discourse. Speaking is first and foremost this way of coming from behind one's
appearance, behind one’s form; an opening in the opening. ... the face is abstract or naked. It is
denuded of its own image. By the nudity of the face, nudity in itself is simply possible in the
world. ... The nakedness of the face is destitution and already supplication in the rectitude that
sights me. But this supplication is an obligation. Humility unites with elevation. And announces
thereby the ethical dimension of visitation.
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On the Writing of “The Dead
Bodies” in The Biographies of
Eminent Monks: A Dialogue
between Huijiao and Levinas’
Concept of the “Absolute Other”

Yang, Chien-Kuo®

[ Abstract])

As a separate section of The Biographies of Eminent Monks, “The Dead
Bodies” considers a Buddhist practice of “doing the difficult tasks” of
sacrificing one’s life from the viewpoint of Huijiao’s (497-554) “discourse.”
On the other hand, it also regards the doctrine of sacrificing one’s life as the
destruction of one’s skeleton. Also, one gains from forgetting his body yet
loses from violating the Buddhist doctrine if he disfigures his face. However,
as one regards the sad wishes of the monks in “The Dead Bodies” and the
spiritual implications of Buddha’s sacrifice of himself or the event of “Burning
One’s Self” embodied in The Lotus Sitra, the Buddhist scholar monks such as
Huijiao and Daoxuan (596-667) hold both positive and negative viewpoints on
the matter of “Burning One’s Self,” whilst Zanning (919-1001) holds a
positive viewpoint on it. Despite the disputes of these scholar monks, one can
hardly ignore these eminent monks’ initial intention, as revealed in “The Dead

Bodies,” to empathize compassion with the human beings and never forget

Ph. D., Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Cheng University.



- RigdLER -

their original intention of sacrificing themselves for the other. This is indeed
the true essence of Mahayana’s compassion of “never abandoning the world.”
From Levinas’ viewpoint of the absolute other, this paper attempts to (1)
re-examine the potential sense behind “The Dead Bodies” in The Biographies
of Eminent Monks, (2) survey the intersection between the similarities and
differences concerning the religious and ethical dimensions of the two thinkers
in the two different time and space, and (3) use it as a cross-cultural dialogue

of mutual interpretation.

Keywords: The Biographies of Eminent Monks, “The Dead Bodies,” Levinas,

self and the other, compassion
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