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How was Liezi Included in the
Qunshu Zhiyao?

Liao, Yu-Cheng’

[ Abstract)

Qunshu Zhiyao reflects the early Tang rulers’ philosophy of governance,
and its nature of “compiling instead of creating” cannot be overlooked, as it
reveals practical recommendations for governance. Liezi, traditionally
regarded as aligning closely with Laozi and Zhuangzi, was also selectively
included in this anthology. Qunshu Zhiyao: Liezi presents the following
implications: (1) the role of moral education by the sages; (2) the impartial
selection of virtuous officials by rulers; (3) the importance of appointing the
worthy and educating the populace to prevent theft; (4) fostering loyalty and
trust to connect with the people; (5) the necessity of personal cultivation in
governing a country. While these ideas originate from Liezi, they are not its
focuses. Wei Zheng and others deliberately edited the text, transforming
secondary points into primary ones, thus imbuing the editorial actions with
practical significance. Although Emperor Xuanzong later honored the Liezi as
the Chongxu Zhenjing during Emperor Taizong’s reign, Wei Zheng and his
colleagues did not place much emphasis on the “Chongxu” spirit of
Liezi—state governance was the critical mission and value. By converting its
diverse aspects into a pragmatic political ideology, Qunshu Zhiyao gave Liezi

a new significance.

Keywords: Liezi, Qunshu Zhiyao, Zhen Guan Zheng Yao, Wei Zheng,
“Chongxu”

" Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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