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Historical Transmission and
Contemporary Performance:

Reconstruction of the Kunqu Opera
Excerpt “Snapping a Willow Twig,
Frontier Pass” of The Purple Hairpin

Hsieh, Li-Ying"

[ Abstract]

This article examines the historical transmission and contemporary
reconstruction of the Kunqu opera excerpt “Snapping a Willow Twig, Frontier
Pass” of The Purple Hairpin, with a particular focus on Zhou Chuanying’s
performance choreography. First, it traces the performance history of the piece
from the Ming and Qing dynasties to the modern era, highlighting the
disruptions and transformations in its transmission. The article then analyzes
the development and standardization of the script for “Snapping a Willow
Twig, Frontier Pass” are analyzed. From its musical and lyrical foundation in
Ye Tang’s “Na Shu Ying music score” in the Qing dynasty, through the
structural contributions of handwritten scripts by artists during the Xianfeng
and Tongzhi periods, to its eventual formalization in “Ey un Ge Music Score”,
the evolution and final aesthetic positioning of the script are explored in detail.
Finally, taking Zhou Chuanying’s choreography notation as an example, this

article offers an in-depth analysis of his creative decisions regarding script

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Drama, Chinese Culture University.
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adaptation, performance gestures, staging design, and dramatic rhythm. It
demonstrates how Zhou transformed “Jing xi (static theater)” into a lyrical
opera that artfully integrates song, dance, and dramatic tension. In doing so, it
underscores the distinctive value and contemporary significance of this work

within the Kunqu performance.
Keywords: Kunqu Opera, opera excerpt, The Purple Hairpin, “Snapping a

Willow Twig, Frontier Pass”, traditional Chinese Opera

performance
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