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Character Portrayal and Mental
Imagery: Refinement and Evolution
of Character in Plays of Cao Cao
and Yang Xiu and Their Theatrical
Adaptations

Lee, Sander”

[ Abstract)

The paper explores the shaping, coordination, and interaction of character
portrayal and mental imagery in Yaxian Chen’s Cao Cao and Yang Xiu across
three play editions and three theatrical adaptations. These works exhibit a
non-linear pattern of temporal causality throughout the processes of editing
and revision. Within them, contradictions or developments in character traits,
as well as the convergence and resolution of tragic tension, gradually emerge.
Although contemporary “new xiqu” has increasingly adopted a
“playwright-centered” approach, the nature of theatrical performance still
requires close collaboration between playwrights and theater teams. The gains,
conflicts, and misalignments in this collaborative process reveal discrepancies
between the playwright’s intentions and the stage interpretations by various
contributors. These versional changes reflect an ongoing process of refining
character portrayals and constructing mental imagery. The outcomes of these

interactions are crucial to theoretical reflections on both characters

Doctoral candidate, Department of Drama and Theatre, National Taiwan University.
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representation and mental imagery of performance. This paper examines the

communicative perspectives and operative foundations underlying these

creative dynamics.

Keywords: Cao Cao and Yang Xiu, character, mental imagery, “new xiqu” ,

Yaxian Chen
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